478
Chronicle of Medical Science.
[April,
The diminution of tlie former appeared due to a swollen, spongy state of the surrounding brain matter ; and on a section across the cerebrum, the right side was seen to be larger than the left. The grey ganglions of the cerebrum retained their normal colour and consistence. The cerebellum looked smaller than natural, and its greyish-red, rusty lamina had lost its colour. In the leaf-like branches of the arbor vitse were found roundish, granular structures which on section protruded, and were as large as millet-seeds. The corpora dentata and medulla oblongata exhibited nothing abnormal.
Microscopical examination.?Very fine sections of the grey substance of the right hemisphere were remarkable for a softness and sponginess Letzerich had never before observed in an infant's brain. TJnder Similar appearances were met with in a portion of brain taken from the anterior portion of right hemisphere. In one respect they, however, differed; the neuroglia-cells were less numerous, and the larger portion of the nerve (ganglion) cells were broken up and absent from their peri-cellular spaces which were occupied with plasma-corpuscles.
The bacteria had made their way into the cerebrum by medium of the lymphatics and blood-vessels, as evidenced by examination; capillary vessels being encountered containing micrococci. Such vessels also often presented blood-corpuscles which had lost their red colour, although retaining their normal structure; and here and there groups of these altered blood-discs had escaped the vessels, constituting a capillary hemorrhage without red colouring.
In the cerebellum bacteria and the plasma-corpuscles of the diphtheritic fungus were likewise found. The ganglion-cells of the grey lamina were occupied with them, and in some few peri-cellular spaces the plasma-corpuscles were discoverable. On [April, the hypothesis of an abnormal increase of the restraining or inhibitory influence of the pneumogastrics over the sympathetic nerves concerned in the heart's activity.
The prognosis of infrequent pulse is favorable. As to special remedial measures, they do not seem of much avail. Alcoholics had little effect on the heart, bromides were of no benefit, but a combination of strychnia, atropia and iron, and subsequently phosphorus, appeared, in the one case in which they were employed, to have been of service. Dr Dr. Thannhofer, of Buda-Pesth, experimented on a pupil, compressing the vagi, whilst a sphygmometer was affixed to the right wrist. Immediately the pressure was exerted the lever of the instrument became depressed, and after 67 seconds made a slight movement upwards, and so remained on account of the heart's action being brought to a stand, and the necessity to stop the experiment by reason of the induced unconsciousness of the subject of it. Consciousness gradually returned, the pulse beat powerfully, for a considerable time vertigo was felt, and rigors came on with fever and nausea.
Two hours after the hazardous experiment, the pulse which had been 80 
